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SERIOUS EXA]W(INATION, fc. 



HE Petition of the Roman Catholics of Ire- 
land has at length, after some delay^ ^d, it should 
seem, some difference of opinion among them- 
selvesi been presented to Parliament, 9^d is now 
to be brought forward for discussion. It is need- 
less to say thatit involves. atjuestion of th^ highest 
importance .to the state : nay, I may add, more- 
over, that it is one in which every individual is 
interested in a degree which, superficial observers 
will not immediately perceive* And this would 
sufficiently excuse, 6r rather justify, any man in 
coming forward with such reflections and ideas of 
his^own as he may conceive to be well founded 
and worthy of attention* But, in truth, the con- 
duct of the petitioners themselves has made it 
perfectly unnecessary to seek for any such excuse 
or justification : for by the very terms in which 
their petition is conceived, and by the appeal 
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^which they make, not merely to the wisdom and 
liberality of Parliament, but to the broadest of 
principles, to justice, utility, and sound policy, 
in the fullest extent of the words ; still more by 
the publicity which they are endeavouring to give 
to their claim, ai well by the printing and dis- 
persing of their petition, as by paragraphs- and 
essays in the public prints, or in separate publica- 
tions, they in truth proVoke enquiry, nay, they 
appear to rest their hopes of final success very 
much upon the influence which the public opinion 
must always in this country have upon the nar 
tional councils, and which they expect in this 
instance to see exerted in their behalf. 

The importance of this question will be the 
more apparent, as we consider the consequences 
which it involves, and .which must necessarily re- 
sult ftoip the ground on which it is rested. For 
it is evident that the petitioners argue upon a. 
sjrstem of comprehension the widest possible. It 
is one that, among other novelties, lias of late 
years obtained a degree of popular favour from 
its apparent liberality. Of this system let me bie 
allowed, in the first place, to observe, tliat the 
adoption of it by the petitioners must necessarily 
caU for attention, if it do not awaken suspicion^ 
since it is one which is least of all consistetit with 
the religious principles which they profess ; it is 
one, however, which if they choose to stand upon 
it^they must necessarily maintain 'in its utmost 
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Extent; becwue it is plutn, that if they shouU 
succeed in obtaitiing their dbr}€Ct, it neill be itn*- 
pos^ble, for those at least who grant it, to contend 
that any sort of restriction of the s^me nature can 
be continued upon any other description cf his 
Majesty's subjects, nay, upon his Majesty himself. 
It involves, therefore, in its consequences, a direct 
change of the constitution as settled at the fievo'- 
lution. 

This of itself must prove to every thinking matr, 
of what extreme importance it is that jhe matter 
should be well considered : it must shew how ne- 
cessary it is for every one who will judge rightly* 
to set himself above every prejudice :. he must not 
be caught by specious professions, he must not be 
deterred by the fear of unjust reproach. We are 
taught to do our duty ** through evil report and 
through good report;** audit is under the strongest 
impressions of this obligation, that the author 
ventures to question the soundness of this prin- 
ciple, to the extent to which it is carried, and to 
rank himself in the number of those who conceive 
tiiat the restraints which the laws and constitu- 
tion of this kingdom still impose upon the mem- 
bers of the Romish Church, are aeither impolitic 
nor unjust, and ought no;lto be discontinued* 

I wUl go i&rtber,.and venture to ^spress my 
opinion that such is the general spirit of the Ro- 
tnii^ Church, such is the tendency of all the in- 
.stitutions and doctrines which are peculiar to it. 
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tliat it never' can with safety be admittf^d to more 
thaaa toleration in a Pjrotestant state. I will add> 
that it is a. wise and a sound policy, by all means, 
that are not unjust or oppressive, to discourage 
the extension of those institutions and those doc- 
trines : that this is most peculiarly wise, and even 
indispensable, in a state which is so free as this is, 
and where every man has, or may have, so much 
influence upon the administration of public af* 
feirs. 

Under an arbitrary government, such as are that 
cf. Eussia and some others^ the Roman Catholics 
jBMiy perhaps be left wiUiout any restriction, be- 
cause in the appointment or removal of his mi« 
jiisters or servants, from the highest to the lowest, 
the sovereign is under no sort of cpntroul : not 
only he may remove from office, but he may im- 
yri^on or banish, or even put to death, an indi- 
vidual who shall disturb his government, without 
any of those forms, without any of that public and 
direct proof, which in this kingdom are required 
to be adduced and observed, before a man can be 
put under restraint, or even stopped in his ma- 
chinations against the state"^. In this cpuntry it 

• This is evidently spoken of the general course of justice : 
and mist be taken t6 be true, notwithstanding the statutes 
whkh occasionally pass- for the suspension of the Hibeas Corput 
Act, the Proclamation of Martial Law, kc. These «rc>cjicep* 
tions which only prove the rule. The relief sought for bf the 
iP^tioaers is against the^cnero/ law of the kmgdom. 
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is ivise, nay, it is necessary, to prevent by tef^ 
fitrictionsand disabilities imposed by law, a dangei 
which cannot thus be summarily obviated of cl& 
fectually kept under. 

Such at least was the reasoning of our ancei^tors 
when they enacted the laws from the operation of 
which the petitioners require, nay, claim Its their 
right to be relieved. And it must not be f oi^ob' 
ten by those who seek to be informed on the miih' 
ject, thsit it is the institutions of our smcestors, at 
the very period when our liberties were most clei^ly 
befitted and established, which are now brought 
into question, and that if: indeed the members of 
l^e Romish Church have been made subject to 
^^ ^ humiliation and ignominy," this was so settled 
by those very statesmen whom we have been used 
to venerate as models of political wisdom, and aa 
being equally enlightened and liberal. 

They thought it, I repeat, not safe, and not even 
compatible with the existence of a Protestant 
Church in this country, that members of the 
Romiah persuasion should be allowed to have aigr 
share either directly or indirectly ia the aidnim^ 
stration of even the Uwest departmmts in the 
state. They did it, as I think it will be fonnd^ 
upon good grounds; they <fid it after abimdant 
experience of the mischief which was produced ia 
thdr time, by the existence witlnn the r^alm tf 
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a body of men, who were avowedly hostile to one 
f^rt of itii cOBstitiitioni and whose comcience» 
were by thi rery nature of their reiigion aubjcited 
to the will and controul of a foreign potentate, 
most directly inter^ted m aubverting the govem- 
inait as H w^ and is established. 

By the laws of this realm^ as it has existed 
0rer since the Refonnatioii, the King is declared 
to be the head of the Church as well as of' the 
State. There is no Romaa Catholic that does 
mdt consider this as a direct utsurpation upou the 
lawfbl power of the Pope: it is a fiisdamental 
doetriite of his clmrdi : and, whenever an oppor* , 
tanity has been given, tliere is not an individual of * 
that oommanion who has not shewn that he viewed 
itintbat%ht. 

This of itself miist awi^en suspieioa: but that 
suspicion as^m^s a very serious character when 
we consider that the foreign power whidi has thus, 
in the opinion oi ikm members of t^ Romish 
Church, been dispossessed of its ri^t, is one th^ 
in aU ages has been rdQaiairkalriy tentciou$ of ite 
claims^ hoKrever fotmded, or under what circuitir 
sltances soever set up ; thatit fate scmpled no. means 
hy which it could proeuTe them to be established; 
and in the present instance has certaibly es^rted 
ilself to keep that pdrt t£ the oatiM whidb owned 
its sm9^9 distiflKt aad neptitk/o, and tHevkf^enmty 
with the other. 

It was not till wiiv ^ tltarest proof of the 
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existeo^ pf this daugerous ^rit m its full fbrce^ 
Tfiot till after conspiracies against the state of th^ 
most atrpcious sort bad beea discovered^ tUat tb« 
first penal or restrictive laws were made agajnst 
the Roman Catholics; and more especially in Ire^ 
land| which is the country of the PetitionerSi the 
lat^ system was not estaUished until the experi* 
euce of many years, and I believe ?iear two ceu* 
luriesy had shewn the necessity that existed for 
guarding against the consequences of the Pap^ 
^upremac^ as it operated upon the minds of every 
member of that communion. 

That such a necessity existed at the time when 
the statutes against Popery were enacted^ onf 
J3ught hope would not be disputed hf at least any 
ipf those members to whom the Petition in qiies^ 
tion is addressed : but indeed, a general reference 
to history may be deemed aufiS^ient^ more espe^ 
jcially as the Petitioners appear to have made n[0 
direct assertion or admissiom upon thejsulye^t^ It 
is indeed somewhat difficult to discover what ace 
iheur sentim^ts^ upon this point; it doeb rather 
;a{tpear as if th^ meanti for vfry go^ reason ik> 
f^oi^ ta avert any ei^awMiation or emipiry into 
the question. 

. It isior this> as for 'OlhfirreasoA^ that it ap- 
pears to me material^ to advert with some detail to 
the language of the Tetition, afUd to the allegar 
tions upon which it founds itself. 

It may be $rst observed, that in all casM where 
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application is made to any Legislature for a removal 
of disabilities imposed by that authority, or indeed 
for any change in the law, there seem to be only 
two grounds upon which such a repeal may be 
prayed for. 

First, it maybe argued that the law was in its 
very commencement unjust and arbitrary, and 
ought never to have been passed ; or^ 

Secondly, it may be shewn, tliat, however ne* 
cessary it might be and proper, at the time of its 
passing, circumstances have since that time inters 
vened, such an alteration has taken place, as ren- 
ders it no longer fit or reasonable . to continue 
the law. 

Upon looking over the Petition I find it ex- 
ceedingly difficult, and I think every unprejudiced 
person will find it also, to ascertain distinctly upon 
which of these grounds the Petitioners make their 
stand : or indeed whether they do so clearly ex- 
plain themselves as to shew that they take either 
of those grounds. 

I will not.deny that there arc many general ex- 
pressions of ^^ * incapacities and inconveniences 

avowedly inflicted upon them," of "f certain 



u 



*P. 1$. I quote the Petition printed by Keating, and sold 
by Faulder, and a kost of Bookse^ers^ which is evidently pub- 
fished by authority^ with notes by an Editor, who is a strong 
friend to the claimi if not itctuaUy a member of the Corn*^ 
mittee. 

t P.S»* 
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^restraints and privations absolutely repugnant 
^^ to the liberal and comprehensive principles re- 
" cognized by their most gracious Sovereign, and 
" by Parliament ;" there are also assertions that 
they are " painful to the feelings of a loyal and 
oppressed people." I find the Petitioners urging 
the total abolition of them " as being not only 
" compatible with, but highly conducive to the 
" perfect security of every establishment, religious 
" or political, now existing in this reaim.** 

I find them further, with a disinterestedness 
which I believe has no example, and which one 
really knows not how to deal with, stating, that 
not only they do not " seek'' but that they do 
not *^ wish'' to encroach upon '* the rigrA/^, pri- 
*' vikgesy or revenues appertaining to the Bishops 
" and Ckrgy of the Protestant Religion as % Law 
*' established^ or to the Churches committed to 
^^ theit charge, or any of them*** 

And they profess further, that their " earnest 
solicitude'' for the accomplishment of the mea* 
5ure, " at this peculiar crisis, arises princely 
^^ from their anxious desire to extinguish all nuh 
^' tifoes to disumon, and all means of existing dis^ 
^* content*." 

And this, they give it as their decided opinion, 
will best defeat ^^ the hopes of the enemies of the 
^^ British £mpire, who meditate the subjugation 
^of Irelaudt/' 

♦ K2t. tP.2S. 
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And th?y conclude, with a liope that the House 
will in its ^' wisdom and liberality deem tlie se^^ 
•* vtral Stajtutcs now in force against tbem^ m 
" bmger necessary to be retained, &c." 

Frona this last expression and their reference tQ 
the present crisiSi one might be led to cpBcIud^ 
that the Petitioners miean to re^t their application 
^^n the particular circumstances in which this 
kingdom now fiuds itself^ and upon the loyalty 
which is wow testified and professed by them; 
)>ut this is rather (I will say, in my mind^ totally) 
i^A^^pAjt^bk with the general strain of the Peti- 
tion, which ccymplains of oppression and injustice 
la the most unqualified terms ; and which arraigns 
the law^ina way which could not be called for, or 
justified, if the law had in th^e beginning been just 
i^d politia 

I do thereforie complain, as one of those who is 
to be aficcted by this change of the law, if it should 
take place, that thje Petitioners do pot state their 
^^am with that dearness and precision which is» and 
ought to be required, of those who are praying for 
a gr^t and important <^ange in the Constitution 
4)tf the Beftlm; th^tt thoir expressions are too 
vague and general; that from them it is diflSicult 
to discover the wdght aiMi foundation of tiieir 
dtim, or the manner in which it is to be met-— 
Nay, one sees a lirttle reaacm to doubt whether 
they themselves are seriously persuaded of tile 
justice and propriety of the pretensions which. 
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they advance, or in what tbat jiuticd and pro- 
priety comists. They may perhaps^ ast the very 
mofneMt when tl^y are putting the claim upon the 
broad principle* of justice and utility, feel a con- 
sciousness that these are principle^ which are 
never, in the extent which Xk^ contend for, ad- 
mitted or acted upon by the Church to which 
they belong: that on the contrary, no fer from 
allowing to the Protestants a free participation of 
all advantages civil and ecclesiastical, ti^y must, 
if they are true to their sect^ in case of their 
gaining the ascendancy, refuse to every man of 
every other persuasion, the liberty of thinking for 
himself: they must allow him to have no con- 
n^ience, but such as is ready prepared for him. 

Perhaps thit very consciousness of the incon- 
gruity between what they chim, and what they 
would allow, a certain appreheiitton of committiJQg 
themselves toof much^ may have occasioned th^ 
obsburity in the Petition, and have contributed 
to render their lai^age, as well as their id^s, 
thos vague and unde&ned. Whatever it fa^ it 
does not^ to my mind, give tfaeittil idea of that 
tfuth and sincerity which are i;lear, becan^ th^ 
afe certain, and precise^ because they have but one 
meaning.* 

^ Some of my reader^ may rtoolUct that good old maxim of 
our law, that ^* Dolus versatur in gene ralfbus," and I leave it 
to them to say how fisr k may he applicablelii the prvsmt ia^ 
atante. "^ 
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* But not enly the PHitioners have not stated the 
grounds of their a{>plication with sufficient clear- 
n^ft nd precision, but they have even varied ma- 
terially in setting forth the terms of their claim ; 
and considering that the Petition is not very long, 
and that it must Isave been well considered, this 
also is a circumstance of some importance. At 
P. 12, they " trust'' that certain merits which are 
there stated will "entitle them to ^ Toleration^ 
*' not merely partial but complete.'' At p. 22, 
they say, that . " the sole object of the Petition- 
** ers is an ^efual participation, upon equal terms 
** with their fellow subjects, of the full benefits of 
-^ the British Laws and Constitution." In one 
case they cldm a toleration; in the other an equa* 
lity. It is plain that these are not the same thing : 
it is clear also that it is really the last which they 
claim. Thf word '^Toleration,'' was therdbr^ 
land could be, only introduced with a view of 
exciting an interest in the breasts of those whom 
they are addressing, and even conciliating the 
individuals of that church, which being equally 
averse to persecuting, as to being persecuted^ has 
alwiays been glad to grant to all sects, that toleta- 
tion which she could never obtain from Romish 
priests, or Romish governors. 

Let us now, from all this, collect, as well as we 
can, what are really the grounds upon which the 
Petitioners ^lust be taken to found themselves^ 
and in what manner iSiey make them out. 
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From the repeated appeals which they nuike to 
jtiatice, as well as to policy^ one cannot but suspect 
that, but for the circumstance of the current of 
fniblic opinion setting a different \vay at present, 
we should have heard of the inalieaable rights of 
man. Certainly the Petitioi^ers ^pear to enter- 
^taina notion common tomany persons, that power 
is a matter of property, and that a man is as much " 
entitled to a share in the government as he is to 
be the holder of lands and goods. It should be 
remembered, that the grievance complained of is 
merely the exclusion from the great offices of state, 
and some of the subordinate places iathe admini* 
st ration of justice, and, in some sort, from corpora- 
tions* This is treated as if the Petitioners were 
thereby deprived of the most valuable rights; 
whereas, if this exclusion be necessary for the main- 
tenance of the constitution, it is in truth beneficial 
to the Petitioners themselves. Every body must 
know that it is often expedient to take power out 
of the hands of the people, for their own sakes, 
and lest they should abuse it to their destruction. 
What incapacities and exclusions are there not 
created every time that a qualification for office is 
imposed? And yet who talks of this as an injus- 
tice ? How many men, how large a proportion of 
the people are cut off from sitting. in Parliament, 
jnerely because they have not three hundred a year 
of landed property? ^ 
, The question is simply, wjh^ther there ::^^ 9994 
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grounds for the restriction' ; for, if there be, the 
restriction is not only legal, but equitable and 
just 

Strictly speaking indeed, no man has a right 
to the government of others, not even they who 
are in possession of it. It is a trtcsty and a most 
sacred one ; it is a dutj/ imposed upon them by 
that great Being who made us, and which they 
are bound to discharge with uprighti^ss and with 
diligence* It is, in truth, cast upon them by his 
providence; and this is shewn by the great variety, 
which there is, not only in the governments them- 
selves, but in tlie manner in which they have re- 
spectively been formed; all of which shew infi* 
ijitdy little of human foresight and contrivance 
in their first elements, whatever political wisdom 
may have been employed in the improvement and 
establishment of them. What alone the general- 
ity of mankind are entitled to, is the due and, re- 
gular administration of Governments ; that they 
should be ordered with impartiality, and a strict 
regard to justice. In the present imperfect state 
of our nature it has been found conducive to this 
^nd, to devise and impose certain checks upon the 
rulers. In this country this has been effected by 
giving to the people, through the medium X)f re- 
presentatives, a share in the legislature, and a 
certain controul or superintendence over the ad- 
ministration of public affairs. But this is not, in 
theory at leasts and sbould not be in practice^ a 
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private advantage to the individuals who exercise 
it^ but a public bene6t to all ; and they, therefore, 
who give no vote for members ot parlian^ent, con- 
sider themselves as enjoying, and do in fact en- 
joy, the ble»Mng8 of the British Constitution, as 
fully as they who do, or evien as^^ they who sit m 
the House. 

I therefore, for one, do not see the existence of 
any grievance to be complained of; I do not, at 
least, allow the situation of the- petitioners to be 
what they state it, full of ^* manifold evils," " hu- 
miliating an^ ignominious ;"" a frustration *^ even of 
the privileges which they are capacitated to enjoy." 
A disadvantage it may be, but if so, it is one in- 
separable from tlie profession which they have 
chosen to adojit. They have subjected themselves 
to engagements, which materially interfere with 
their allegiance to their Sovereign, or at least, 
are or have been supposed by the legislature so 
to do. 

The true question is, as I have stated it before, 
whether this supposition be wellfoimded: whether 
it ever was so: or, having once been so, whether 
it has now ceased to have a foundation. 
o The natural way of proving this, one would 
think to be the shewing firOm facts t^t the state 
^ has actoally never been put in danger by t&e 
Binmui Catholics^ that they never either rebelled 
or plotted against th^goivemm^t; ortiiatif^ere 
liave beea any machinations of ^at sort, in 4rhich 
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any of their body have been implicated, it has 
been simply as detached individuals^ and not as 
men acting at all in concert^ or under the influence 
of any common motive; more especially that their 
motives or conduct have been no way connected 
with their opinions in religious matters, or their 
dependance upon the Pope. 

This is a mode of proof, however, which the 
Petitioners have declined, or at least not entered 
into. In one place, indeed, they say, that '^ they 
" might well and justly insist upon the firm and 
" unabated loyalty of his Majesty's Roman Ca- 
^[ tholic subjects to their most gracious sovereign, 
" their profound respect for the legislature, and 
*' dutiful submission to the laws," They choose 
however to wave this topic, and very disinter- 
' estedly to insist upon the great public utility of 
the measure, which, as I say, brings us back to 
the sober examination of the question, whether 
euch a measure would indeed " be conducive to 
." the general and permanent tranquillity, strength, 
" and happiness of the British Empire." 
V j^ however they have, notwithstanding, in the 
very opening of the Petition, laid great stress 
: upon their loyalty, and have adduced some evi- 
dence inBupport of it; it may be proper to give 
it a certain degree of particular attention. 
. The fint ground upon which they rest, is, that 
'.they have taken the oaths prescribed to them as 
. ^^ Tmisof their moral and religious principle^? and 
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they appeal to "the sufferings, which they have 
" long endured, and the sacrifices they still make, 
" rather than violate their consciences, (by taking 
" oaths of a religious or spiritual import^ contrary 
" to their belief,) as decisive proofs of their pro- 
-" found jrnd scrupulous reverence for the sacred 
" obligation of an oath." 

As to this, I must first observe, that the oath, 
which they have such an abhorrence xof taking, is 
the oath of Supremacy, that oath in which is ac- 
knowledged the authority and jurisdiction of the 
King in matters ecclesiastical, as well as civil. 
This oath (let it be noted) they do not take be- 
cause they hold that the jurudiction, and authority 
in matters ecclesiastical within this realm belongs 
not to the King, but to the Pope, To my mind 
therefore this is no proof of their scrupulous re- 
verence for the sacred obligation of an oath. They 
do not take the oath because it would be consi- 
dered by the Pope as an act of rebellion against 
him, for which they would be excommunicated. 
This is only simply the case of a man refusing to 
swear allegiance to a prince, whom he considers 
a^ an usurper, and which certainly, whatever 
other* merits it may have, is never alledged a; 
** a decisive proof of his profound and scrupulous 
" reverence for the obligation of an oath.'* This 
refusal to take this oath, I cannot consider there- 
fore as giving much weight to the other oath;s, 
which they have actually taken, 
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' As to 'the*c, the reader will recollect, that ihfff 
are asubstitation for the oath of supremacy, Cal- 
culated to confine their acknowledgment of his 
Majesty's authority to matters purely civil. Those 
who take them do certainly at the same time re- 
nounce several of the most pernicious, and avowed 
doctrines of the church of Rome, as for instance, 
'* they reject, and detest as unchristian, and im- 
^* pious, to believe that it is lawful in any way to 
** injure any person or persons whatsoever under 
"pretence of their being Heretics, and also that 
" unchristian and impious principle that no faith 
** is to be kept with Heretics, &c *" And they do 
also swear to defend the "settlement of property 
" in their country as established by the law in 
" being," and abjure any intention to subvert the 
present church establishment. 

But what is very remarkable is, that in the same 
breath with which they adduce the taking of these 
oaths as a proof of their loyalty, they declare it 
to be *^ painful to their feelings that it should be 
** still thought necessary to exact such tests from 
** them (and from them only of all his Majesty s 
" subjects'\), so that it is clear that the very 
paths, which they rely upon as proofs of their 
loyalty, they are desirous to have done away ;. and 
that, if they were admitted to all the privileges 
which they claim upon condition of taking these 

* Petit, p. 8, t Pet. p. II, . 
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^ths, thq^ would be still dissatisfied. As to tliekr 
being the only subjects, from whom these oaths 
are required, can it be considered as a wonder or 
a grievance? For do not all other subjects of his 
Majesty take the oath of supremacy? And is it 
not because the men^bers of the Romish church 
will not take that oath, that these oaths were sub- 
stituted in its place, as a matter of accommoda- 
tion, and favour to them? If these oaths are ob- 
jected to, what oaths would they substitute? or 
must they be exempt from all oaths, while the Pro- 
testant must still bind himself as before*. 

But what follows is still more extraordinary, for 
they go on to affirm that not only " the moral 
'^ and political opinions contained in those te^ 

* It is truly ridiculous to hear the Editor of Uie Petition ib 
his note enlarge upon this. - *^ It cannot be Tery agreeable to 
•* a pure, and well constituted mind, to be required publicly 
** upon oath to assure our neighbours, that we do not think that 
** we may destroy or injure them." As if there were no cause ! 
But the legislature must be menaced as well as soothed; " Oaths 
** of this character (forsoothi) expose the Catholic to taunts and 
** 4ension, but tkeif do not tend to confirm his rt^ptct for tit 
*• autkoritiea^ which prtscribc such oaths." Very dignified indeed, 
and coming after certain recent events which so decidedly prove 
that the oath was not uncalled for, particularly proper and re- 
spectful! for such we are told, is the style of the petition. One 
cannot indeed but suspect that what makes these oaths so pain- 
ful to the feelings of certain Roman Catholics, is the circum- 
stance of their involving a condemnation of errors which are 
not thoroughly renpnnced. 
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"are conformable to their opinions,*' (\rhieh we 
must in charity believe) but that they are " ftr- 
pressly inculcated by the religion which they pro- 
Jess ;" that is to say, that the church of Rome ex- 
pressly inculcates^ that it is ^^unchristian and im- 
^^ pious to believe that it is la%iful in any way to 
" iiyure any person or persons whatever under pre- 
" tence of their being Heretics^ and also that it is 
" an unchristian and impious principle, that no 
^^Jaitk is to be kept with Heretics.'' And yet we 
find the direct contrary maintained not only by 
Popes, but by general councils ; and yet by the 
'4th Lateran it is expressly decreed that Heretics 
shall be persecuted even to extermination, nay, 
that any potentate who shall give protection to 
them, or refuse.to assist in such extermination, shall 
be involved in their fate*. In the council of 
Thoulouse, adopted and followed in practice by the 
Popes, an inquisition was established for the very 
purpose of discovering Heretics, and subjecting 
them to persecution for their opinions, however 
privately entertained, or wholly kept to them- 
selves. In the council of ' Constance, not only 
John Huss and Jerome of Prague were burnt, hut 
they were so brought to the stake in violation of 
the solemn safe-conduct granted by the Emperor. 
Nay, to shew still farther the spirit of that com- 
munion, had it not been previously determined 

* Fleury^ B. 77. Dupin. 
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that Heretics should not be allowed any counsellor 
to advise them? and that every sort of testimony 
was to be received against them?* Were; not these 
decrees acted upon? Upon what ground, or for 
what purpose was the. inquisition established, and 
still subsists at Rome, in Spain and in Portugal, 
but, upon this doctrine of councils, that it is lawful 
to. use every kind of force and rigour, to exercise 
every sort of cruelty against a man, simply be- 
cause he is a Heretic t? ^ Is it in this country that 
we are to be told that, these are. not Doctrines of 
the church of Rome, where .the mempry of Que^n 
Mary; is still: held jn execration,, merely for her 
flbedience to , these decrees, ; put. in force by 
hereunder the sanction of a Ppp^e's . legate, and 
he too, naturally a mild; man; Jn , consequence :of 
-which- so: many good .and learned ,men were 
brought to the stake, upon no other qharge but a 
difference, in matters of faith? I have been used to 
think that it is unwise to make aasertipn?, so. no- 
toriously contrary to truth, that they can itijpose 
upon Ino man J and . surely if ever any fact yvas 
-established beyond the power pf controver8y,iOpe 
:would have thought that it must have, been this of 
the persecuting spirit formally declared, and; syf- 
^matically acted up<m, by the Romish Church* 
But these Petitioners have now discovered,, thai it 
is all a calumny, that in truth tlie Rpmishxhurch 

♦ L'Enfant Concik.de Constance, vol. 1. p..64# - 
t Dupin EdiU Coneile de Thoulouse. 
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abominates all such doctrines; and thus, those 
very Parliaments of Ireland, which relaxed the 
laws in behalf of the Roman Catholics, which 
shewed them such fevours, whi^h are appealed to 
by themselves as vouchers for their loyalty, and 
good conduct, are by the niost clear implication, 
arraigned as having adopted and countenanced a 
falsehood, and as having, undcfr pretence of re- 
ports so unfounded, exacted from them an oath 
not only unnecessary and supcrfluousj but painful 
to their feelings, and such as ought not thercfow 
fo have been imposed. 

Certainly, if it be contended that the Petition is 
respectful towards the Parliament to which it is 
J!>resented, we cannot give it credit for much de- 
ference or respect, either to the laws which exists 
w to the Parliaments which in former times en^ 
acted them. • 

I have spiecified some of the councils, and have 
pointed at some ^* ttie Popes, which authorized 
the crudtie^ inflicted by the Roman Catholics, in 
tafious ages, upon those whom they deemed to be 
heretics.— If it be contended that such is not the 
doifetrine of the Romish Church at this numient) let 
ihe ask by what Pope, or by what council it is abro- 
gated, or bow have these decrees lost their force ? 
How have such practices been disclaimed or dis- 
countenanced ? By what authority equal to tiuit 
which passed^ or which sanctioned them, baa it been 
declared that these decrees and thesfe praetices kre 
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ilficBriatiaii imd^ iitiptou^ ? Tp come closer py the 
point, what numbers are there among the two thpu^ 
sactdi and upwards, of Priests, in Ireland, who will 
join in this condemnation of their dQctfrines? Howr 
inany individuals among the three or four milUous, 
which compose the Roman Catholic pppul^tiow of 
Ireland, are there, who will sincerely join with th? 
Petitioners in this sentiment ? The assertion, in-, 
deed, should be well reinembered and weighed, 
because we may be assured, that it would not have 
been made, unless it had been thought necessary. 
It does by clear implication admit, that all their 
professions, nay, all their oaths, unless they bcf 
sanctioned by, and agreeable to the religion which, 
they hold, are little, or not at all, to be relied upom 
If they have thought this assertion so material, thfe 
contradiction of it must be, at leasts equally mar 
terial ; nay, the exposure of its falsehood must, in 
the mind of every candid person, operate as the 
strongest evidence against their claims.'"' 

And here I cannot but ob^rve upon what I coil*- 
ceive to be an omission in the very title of the Pe*» 
dtion**— They present their Petition on behalf of 
themselves and ** others^ his Majesty's Stubjects^ 
^* pix>fessing the Eomah Catholic Beligion.". If 
they really meant to idy upon their having takea 
these oaths, as an essential testimony in their &t 
'ir<mr, ^hey should have added ali^ to the title of 

:^ Slt.theadditiQaalNotea^l&ajeiHl. .) ; I 
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tlteir Petition, after the words last mentioned, of 
*^ others of his Majesty's subjects, professing the 
*^ Roman Catholic religion," these, or some such 
words, " and having taken the oaths by law re- 
*^ quired," — For if they are advocates for a body of 
three or four millions, as well as for themselves; is 
it not expedient to shew that the whole body have 
the same claim upon the Legislature which they 
advance for themselves ? that they are exactly in 
the same situation? 

' I, for my part, cannot but consider the omission 
as purposely intended, and connected with the ob- 
ject which the Petitioners have in view, of pro- 
curing to themselves a total dispensation from 
every sort of oath. 

I have but little to say with respect to the other 
sort of testimony adduced, and which consists in 
the language of the Irish Act of Parliament of 1 778, 
I need only observe, that the declaration of the Act 
of Parliament is, that " it is reasonable and expe- 
^* dient to relax *^ the disabilities and incapacities 
^* under which the Roman Catholics laboured/'-^— 
Now have not these disabilities and incapacities 
been relaxed? Were they not then relaxed? And 
bas not even a subsequent relaxation taken place ? 
Has not then the preamble of this statute been fully 
acted up to? Has not its purview been completely 
satisfied? When Parliament said that it was ei^- 
pedient to relax^ did it mean entirely to do away ? 
Jb this the mode in which wofds^are construed?— 
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The' subsequent passage of the Act, stating that it 
would */ tend to the cultivation, &c. that his M^j^ 
"tys subjects of all denominations should enjpy 
"the blessings of a free constitution," &q. which 
are printed in Italics by the Editor of the Petition, 
cannot do away the meanijng of the word " relax/' 
or explain away the clear intent of the Legislature; 
Besides, I have contended, and do contend, that the 
Roiinan Catholics, as the law at present stands, doac-- 
tually er\)oy the blessings of a free constitutipn; to 
which it is certainly, as I conceive, not essential 
that a man should have a share in the govemme^t. 
But further, if tJbe preamble of an Act of Parlia'* 
ment is to have weight, what shall we say to the 
preambles of so many Acts of Parliament^ which 
give a totally different accou^t of the Roman Ca« 
tholics? Shall I refer to so many speeches of .th« 
Lord Lieutenants in the reign of G. L and G. IL 
which uniformly treated the Papists as the common 
enemy ? What shall we say to the late Reports of 
the Committee of both Houses of Parliament in 
Ireland? To the extraordinary measures which 
have been taken for the security of the country 
since the very making of this declaration ? . Nay, 
must^we f4Cirget that the very year after passing that 
Act of Parliament, a special statute was obliged te 
.be passed for the punishment of; certain disorders^ 
•(houghing of cattle, &c.) notoriously committed 
by bodies of Roman Catholics. And here I cannot 
but remmd ^e reader of ^x\jm!k lac^ and dates, 
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The ceftcessions id 177S ware immediately follow* 
ed by the Act called the Chalking Act^ against 
dertam offences and certain highly criminal and 
eruel practices then very prevalent. Those of 1778, 
«s I have observed, had a similar concomitant. The 
conoessibBS of 1783 are marked by the outrages of 
the White Boys * And, when, at last, in 17^2, not 
enly all disabilities were removed, but the Roman* 
fete were admitted to the elective franchise, and 
Mrlain subordinate offices, we find them immedi^ 
ately afterwards engaged in a most extensive and 
Atrocious conspiracy, which finally produced the 
unnatural and bloody rebellion of 179&. — Such 
Wferc the effects that attended every conciliatory 
measure, as it was^ brought forward! 

But, indeed, what does all this anK)Unt to? For, 
to return to what is the real state of the question^ 
4o i^e Petitioners intend to say, do they actually 
assert, that the great body of the Irish Roman Ca, 
tholics, are loyal — that the tenets of their religion 
^o not tend to indispose their mind against a 
Kmg^ who is of a different persuasion? 

To my simple apprehension they have not made 
any such assertion: there is no such positive aver- 
Ment; all that they urge to that effect is argu- 
mentative^ and even that^ as I think I have shewn, 
Aoth insuflicient aiwl contradictory.-^f the aps^- 
tion had beien made, I could have referred to the 

f SeeSirlttcbaKdMusgrave, voWLp*^* - ^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



27 

i&utbentic Documents^ l^hich hare hem publbhdl^ 
trpoa title jmbject, both ia former! and in modem 
tknes, respecting as^ Well the massacre in l€4l^ ai 
the atrocities in 1798.— I could instance the priests 
who headed the rebellion, and who diirectcd the 
murders in both instances : I could «ay, that upon 
eomparing the events of those two periods, the 
spirit which then displayed itself appears to be 
frightfully the same.-— I could say further, that 
although these two periods arc singled out as be** 
itig most prominent, yet the intermediate space, as 
'well as that which preceded the year 1541, present 
a most shocking picture of disaffection and rebels- 
Iron, of a bigotry most sanguinary and always 
alive.* ' 

But I am wilHng enough ta wave a discussion^ 
certainly not solicited by the Petitioners j I havt 
tio objection to meet therti 6n the broad ground of 
policy. — I wish to impute nothing particulariy 
*fer6cious to the Irish; I have no objifction toaid- 
tnit thit they have acted as other men would have 

* The old writers ar^ well kaown, wad as to the latter period 
it may be sufficient to refer my readers to the several reports of 
the Irish Houses of Parliament, to the several speeches of Lord 
elite, and to Sir Richard Mnsgrave's Historj^ of the fete Rebd- 
Ik^f a^w^rk wbkb bias^ as £lr as I can jii^« only proved itedf 
unthe^tic and cori^el iH ps^p^rtion at it has beea ikttafked.*^!^ 
also the very able strictures on Mr. Plowden's attempt at bistoiyi 
geld by Rivington, the pamphlet entitled Catholic Emancipation^ 
and the Observations on the late and present State of Ireland^ 
bothptintid'forStockdate. * ^ 
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done in the same circumstances. This will only 
strengthen the ground upon which I r^st my an- 
swer to the prayer of the petition. It consists in 
this, that the faith, of a Roman Catholic exposes 
his loyalty to too strong a temptation; it is, that 
hia allegiance is actually divided ; that only half of 
^t is Or can be paid to his natural sovereign ; that 
that p^rt, which is thus paid to a foreign Poten- 
tate, is also that part to which, perhaps, most im- 
portance is to be attached; it is that part which is 
connected with the strongest feelings of the hu- 
man mind, with those which, most decidedly in- 
fluence his conduct, whenever he is sincere ; and 
.which, in fact, experience teaches us, do so operate 
on Roman Catholics in a surpiising degree. 

If I have commented so much at large upon the 
-Petition, if I have taken spme pains to shew its 
want of clearness and precision, its inflated and 
exaggerated language, often adopted for the. very 
.purpose of sti|>plying the defect of substantial ar- 
^ment, it is, as I have before intimated, because 
that waijt of clearness and precision betrays the 
weakness *of the foundation; it shews a desire in 
the Petitioners not fairly to meet the question, 
but rather to divert the attention of the legislature 
to topics that are>general, and which, by their po- 
pularity and speciousness^ may throw a cover ov«r 
the real merits. 

I must, therefore, intreat my reader not to be 
diverted from what is the true question; to recal 
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his attention to those facts which will pfdvetiC* 
only the lawfulness and the justice^ but the wisdom 
and sound policy of- continuing the existing re- 
straints upon Roman Catholics. I will aver also 
that the best mode of pi:evehting disturbance and 
of promoting union, (objects which the Petitioners 
declare to be primary and paramount) willbe 
thus (and thus only can it be done) to keep 
from the Roman Catholics the ability, and in con- 
sequence the will to restore to the Pope that su- 
prenmcy of whjch he has been deprived. 

I repeat it, as long as the Roman Catholica have 
a hope, that by the ascendancy which they may 
regain in Ireland, (and which they now appear to 
bt confident of attaining) they have a way open- 
ed to them of restoring the dominion to their 
church, they are not likely to be peaceable subjects, 
nor cordially attached to their government. On 
the contrary, their attachment to Rome will be fed 
by their hopes, and it is only by cutting off those 
hopes, that we can bring them to fixthdir views at 
home, and seriously to consult what the constitu- 
tion has declared, and I firmly believe, to be the 
true interest of the state and of the Petitioners 
themselves. 

Perhaps this can never actuatly take place so 
long as they continue in any the least degree to ac- 
knowledge the supremacy of the Pope, but certainly 
the less of probability they see of establishing that 
supremacy in these kingdoms, the less will their 
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imnd be oCCupie^J by it. If they could be brougHl 
to dismiss all hopes of it, we might then have a 
reasonable prospect of seeing them united tons, 
not only in allegiance to their Sovereign, but in 
religious faith* Once cut off iVora the See of 
Rome I am persuaded that they could not long 
persist in the schism which separates them from 
the national chutch. And this is, indeed, what 
the Popes themselves have shewn tliem to be their 
opinion ; for it should never be forgotten that, 
during the early period of th« reformation, and for 
the first nine or ten years of the reign of Elizabeth, 
the Roman Catholics went to our churches and 
joined in our service*^. 

There is, indeed, no reason why they should not, 
; for there is nothing in our belief but what they be- 
lieve; no prayer in our liturgy but they may put 
up; not even any act or jceremony of ours but 
they m^y join in, except the taking of the cup 
in the communion; the denying of which to the 
laity is a^vowedly and confessedly a ihere modern 
invention of their church. Nothing, therefore, 
could be more natural than their falling in with us 
in all respects. But it is for this reason that the 
Popes expressly forbid any communion with us ; 
it is on this very account that such pains have been 
taken to keep tl^m separate from us, and in a state 



* See Fuller's Chur<?b 'History, an4 Heylin's Tracts. Preface 
4i> IstTwct. 
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of hostility to the government. The (me hfiM alfe 
way«, in the views of the Popes, gone with th* 
other. 

It has been said, and it appears to be. probable^ 
that, while the late; disabilities and incapacities of 
the Rofman Catholics remained, their numbers dir 
mmished, ai^wl the proportion of Protestants ini*. 
creased in Ireland. It is now stated, with confi- 
dence, that since the first relaxation of the law, thp 
Roman Catholics have added very greatly to their 
population. If this be so, I am sure it would be a 
reason with me for kmeriting that the legislature 
in any respect gave way ; but it would bean addii- 
tional and most powerfulreason for not going one 
step further. I should, even if the interest of th^ 
state was out of the question, upon motives of 
general policy, be sorry to see any measure adopted 
which gave encouragement to the Romish religion; 
I think it to be the duty of every good man, of 
every truly religious man, to discourage as much 
as he can, the extension of a communion which 
avows so many pernicious principles, which has 
'SO essentially corrupted the true religion. 

It seems strange, indeed, that in an age which 
boasts of its liberality, it should become a fashion 
to consider as a matter of indifference the progress 
of a religion which is the most narrow and bigoted 
in its principle ; which avowedly obstructs, and has 
all along obstructed all enquiry into the foundations 
upon which it stands j which in various ways, and 
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by hecessaty consequence, binds itself to stop the 
progress of useful knowledge; and which, in the* 
memorable cases of Roger Bacon, of Galileo, and 
of many others, has actually persecuted science in 
the persons of those who were its most learned and 
meritorious professors. But this is one of those 
contradictions which lead one to suspect either the 
sincerity or the wisdom of those in whom they arc 
found; and which warrant the observation, that a 
man may so enlarge his views as to embrace more 
than is useful oi* rational. 

I would, I repeat, discourage by all possible 
means, that which ought in plain terms to be call- 
ed Popery; but which we are now enjoined to xall 
by a name which carries absurdity on the face of 

• it, the Catholic* religion. I would discourage it, 
not by murder, open or secret, not by persecution 

of any sect, for that my religion as well as disposi- 
tion forbids; not even, unless the plainest and most 
imperious necessity required it, by such disabilities 

* Catholic, I need hardly say, m^ans universal : it is absurd 
therefore to appropriate it to 2Lny particular, church: but this is a 
consequence of that liberal spirit in the church of Rome, which 
allows to no other communion the prerogative of being a church, 
or even of having a religion. In the debate on the repeal of the 
Test Act, in 1790, Mr. Pitt, it is said, admitted, that there vfas no 
great differeince between Papists and Roman Catholics. I can see 
none! At least let me be allowed, without reproach, to apply 
the term Papists to all those who hold the supremacy of the Pope. 
If there be any Roman Catholics who disclaim that tenet, I admit 
that they stand on a footing materially different from the others. 
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as were fbrmefly imposed on Papists, and haVe been 
lately repealed, because I would allow to all men/ 
what I claim for myself, every indulgence which 
can be enjoyed without prejudice to the public.—* 
But I do say that it is detrimental to the state that 
any part, the most trifling or remote in the admini**- 
stration of the government, should be placed in the 
hands of Papists : nay, thinking as I do, that our 
constitution is the best that ever was framed, and 
feeling that it is what they must aim to subvert, if 
they ever had it in their power, I say that it is for 
their own advantage to debar them from it. If I 
am put to the dilemma raised by the Petitioner* 
themselves very unwi$ely, I think, upon their pos- 
sessing^ the elective, and being denied the repre- 
sentative franchise,* I have no hesitation iA say- 
ing, that they ought to have neither. And I d6 
think that the circumstances under which that 
same elective franchise was conceded, so soon aftet' 
it had been refused,^ argties not much for tht wis^ 
dom or the soundness of the motives upon which 
the Parliament proceeded in making that conces- 
sion. If I were further pushed, and put to a di- 
lemtna still more stiong, I should have no hesita* 
tion to pi-efer the repealing of every coiicessioik . 
which has been madi5 in this reign, before thfe 
granting of those further privileges which are noW 
claimed by this Petition. < 

• Pag6 19;^ ' t Only the spring bofiaie- 

D .,y,,..uuy Google 



54 

The first wish of my heart in respect to the Petn 
tioners is to see them united to the established 
church of this country, and this both from politi- 
cal as well as religious motives; next to that, and 
till that can be effected, I wish to see them peace- 
able and orderly subjects ; which is what, for tl^e 
reasons which I have before given, is least of all 
likely to be accomplished by the means which are 
in this Petition recon^mcnded, I can hardly say 
submitted, to the Parliament for its adoption. 

By the Petitioners these sentiments will be con- 
demned as illiberal and unjust ; but their business 
is to shew that my argument and my apprehensions 
are ill founded; which is what I conceive they will 
find not to be very easy. Possibly some other 
well meaning and liberal persons, according to the 
fashion of the times, will join in reprobating such 
narrow ideas. Tbey will oppose to mine the more 
enlightened policy, cried up by the Roman Catho- 
lics, and the strong language in which they disr 
claim every intention to subvert the national esta- 
j>lishment in church as well as state. 

To such professions (and I am going to shew 
myself still more illiberal) I cannot yield implicit 
assent; and I will give my reason. I mean no^ 
thing disrespectful to the gentlemen who have 
signed the Petition, who, ^be it remembered, how- 
ever, are a very small part indeed,* of tlie body 

* According to their calculations about a 40,000tb part, 

uyu.^uuy Google 



So 

lor whom they answer, or rather should do so; 
they may really have persuaded themselves that 
they have* no wish to " injure or incroach upon 
*' the righta, privileges, immunities, or revenue^ 
*' of the established church.'* ^ But they may be 
deceived in that persuasion ; if they are real 
staunch members of the Romish church, they can- 
not possibly entertain that persuasipn; it is con- 
trary to that obedience which they acknowledge 
themselves to owe to the Pope. No man can say, 
he cannot sufficiently bind himself, that he will 
not attempt, whenever the opportunity offers, to 
subvert what he considers as an usurpation. 

If, indeed, Mr. Dennis Scully, whose name I 
see subscribed to the Petition, be the gentlemaiii 
who wrote a book called " An Irish Catholic's 
Advice to his Brethren," he will excuse me, if I do 
not make to him, in its full extent^ the concession 
which I have made to his brethren. There may 
be others too, who feel, although they do not 
write, like him. If, as it is stated in print, among 
the members of the Catholic Committee, there are 
persons who were active agitators and incendiaries 
in the Rebellion of 1798, the same reservation must 
be made as to thcm^f 

But admitting all that they can wish, I can ptit 
no reliance on such professions, because I find 

* Page 21. . . 

t See Considerations on the latb and present state of IrelaiKl^ 
printed for Stockdale, p^ 33. 

^ ^ Digitized by Google 



36 

ftbm histwy tiiat the adherents of the Popes have 
never been backward in making such pro^ssions^ 
6r in breaking them when made. We have the ex- 
ample of Queen Mary, whose natural disposition 
Wis not wicked, who in other respects was merci- 
ful, and even kind, who yet broke through every 
restraint, and was guilty of acting, not only most 
cruelly,but against her word most solemnly pledged, 
She too began her reign with expressing the same 
liberal ideas which are now professed- In her first 
proclamation concerning religion, ** She willeth 
** and straightly chargeth and commandeth all her 
" good loving subjects to live together in quiet 
** sort, leaving those new found dctnlish terms of 
" Papist and Heretic and such likCj and applying 
" their whole care, study and travel to live in the 
'* fear of God, exercising their conversation in 
" such charitable and godly doings, as their lives 
" may indeed express the great hunger and thirst 
" of pod's glory,*' &c.* Could any language be 
more liberal^ or more unlike that of a persecutor? 
And yet this good lady must at that lime have had 
in her contemplation the cruelties which she so soon 
afterwards exercised. It is notorious, also, that 
James II. made the same professions upon his acces* 
sion to the crown ; it is equally nptorious that he took 
lh(5 veiy first opportunity of breaking them. I know 
not why the professions which any persons hold- 

. • See Wilkks' Coijcllia, v. 4. \ 
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iog the same creed make upon the same points are 
to be vnove depended upon than those of these two 
crowned heads:* for ciertainly iq their breaking 
their faith they could be actuated only by a mis- 
taken and ill directed zeal; every temporal motive 
operated the other way ; the measure^ whicl^ they 
thus pursued in breach of their faith, tended to 
diminiish and not to increase their power. To 
the former of them they produced only disquiet 
and dissatisfaction, and to the latter the loss of his 
kingdom. Surely then wh^n we se^ those who ar^ 
in full possession of power, merely because they 
are under such influence, acting not only contrary 
to their word, but to their true interests ; when wc 
see this take place in the case of two monarchs, 
whose veracity had never befor? bef n impeachedj 
who were considered a§ persons of great sincerity 
and honour, which was the case with both; and is 
expressly related of James ;f when notwithstan<^ 
ing, we see that no reliance vas to b^ placed p^ 
their promises in any .casp where ^he intf r(Bs| of 
their religion was copcerned, shall we not be e^ 
cused if we hesitatp to reppse implicit confidence 
in the declarations and even the oaths of men, whp 
^re, ia U\x\hf cpntendin|r for ranl^ aqd fpr pdwrer; 

* Wben James made his profe^ion and prMkiise to ttiainta&i 
^ the just rights and liberties of his subjects, it ivIkS sdd, ** Vh 
M have now the mcrd pi a £»g» a. «»r4 WMt tariiM.* Sm 
Hime, vol & ^ap. f <|. 
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ivho in the application which they make, and the 
language which they hold, have in view the ad- 
"vancement of their temporal as well as of their 
^iritual concerns? 

I would willingly abstain from allusions to recent 
events, yet it has been repeatedly stated, names and 
places, and the most particular details have been 
given of Roman^ Catholics, who took loyal oaths 
at the moment, when they were the most deeply 
engaged in the late rebellion. The very men who 
were killed or taken with arms in their hands, were 
recognised as having but just before disclaimed in 
the most solemn appeals to God, every intention 
of rebellion. I will add, that by their allegiance, 
and I apprehend by their oaths, the Roman Ca- 
tholics were bound to disclose all traitorous con- 
spiracies against the government; I will ask; in a 
rebellion so widely diffused, and which must have 
been known to hundreds of thousands, nay millions, 
how many came forward with such information? 

All that I mean to infer from this is, that what 
has been, is, and ever will be; and to insist that it 
18 wise and allowable to reason from past events to 
the present and the future. 

But admitting every word contained in the Pe- 
tition, and in the oaths of the Petitioners, to be 
most solemnly observed-<-admitting that they are 
4»ost «crui^ulously Bincere-r-I say that they have it 
not in their power to answer for the great body of 
the Irish Homan CathoHcs/whose ignorance and 



idiose bigotry no xnan denies to be boih extreme 
and gross. We are told in excuse of the priests 
themselves^ and by them, that^ven they could not 
restrain the insurgents from com^iitting the abomi«^ 
nable excesses of which they weVe guilty* How 
will these private gentlemen and temporal lords be 
equal to the. task? If history do not deceive U8| 
Lord Kenmare and Lord Fingal, both of them, 
have once already lost the confidence of the Ca* 
tholic committee, simply by their shewing a back* 
wardness in pushing matters to extremity with the 
government, and recommending more moderate 
measures. In the minds of the great body vS ihe 
Roman Catholics the granting of the prayer of 
the Petition, will, as I have hinted before, only 
be considered as afurtherirtep to the establishment 
of Catholic (I will not merely say ascendimcyy 
but) dominion. It will only be gratefiil to thenii 
as it will appear to conduce to that end; conse- 
q^uently instead of making them contented and 
satisfied, it will only make them the more restless 
and tutbulent — In proportion as they see a nearer 
prospect of enjoying the full completion of tbek 
wishes, they will grow vaoxt impatient of delay; 
they will hurry more forward to the seeuring of 
their object Those noble lords and gentlemen 
wni either be prieed or held ia contempt by then 
in proportion as they shew the same diapositioi^ 
according as they shall fall in with, or disdaim the 
^moftt violent of Uieii: measures. 
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. I ^9 npt, therefore, conceive, that the graathig 
pf the prayer of this Petition ia tlie beat method 
of tranqpillizing even the Roman Catholic part 
pf Ireland ; but, further, in considering them, we 
aaust surely not forget that part which is by every 
^e {Attached to the state, which has ever been and 
^tUl continues loyal; to whose exertions it is 
greatly. owing that Ireland isjstill numbered among 
1m§ Majesty's dominions. 

. What then, I say, are the feelings and the opi- 
nioQs of the Protestant part of Ireland, of the 
^members of the established church in that king- 
'dom? Have those feelings been consulted, or those 
opinions been taken? Do they believe that they 
ijhall be more or equally secure with Romish repre- 
sentatives, Romish magistrates, and Romish mem- 
)}€xs of the cabmet? Is it of no moment that such 
favours shewn to the opposite party may fill them 
-with jdisgust and apprehension P that they may be 
/driven into disaffection, that their ^eal may abate ? 
or that they may be induced to tak^ irregular 
0ieans for the warding off of the danger which they 
may imagine they see coming upon them ? i 

, I trust, indeed, that imder ill circumstances 
Ahey would a)ntmue loyal and peaceable; I trust 
;it the more, because, in them every religious senti- 
ment co-pperate$,with theii*. civil engagements, |o 
.keep them sted&st in their allegianoe to the King 
jmd'Submission to the law. Yet when we hear 
one set of people. xicma»diiig aiv attention to 
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bt paid to their fedings^ I ^mk k but^M^iird 
and just, that the same claim should be adratice^ 
on behalf of tl^ other^ more especially in. a case 
'where the experience of ages is aU on oKf^ide; 
xvhere it unequivocally estab^shes the merits of 
dthe latter, but deposes as strongly against the 
pretensions of the former4 

My firm opinion is^ that too little atb^ntion has 
been paid to themonbersof the esttaUished chardi 
in Xr^aad ; that too many concessions have hemi 
made to the Roman Catholics in that kingdom. I 
speak particularly as to the granting ihem what 
they call the elective franchisei the admitting them 
into the magistn^y, and the puttmg them upoQ 
juries. It is upon those concessions iJiat they now 
found their pretensions for more* If other argis- 
snents were wanting to^hew the iippolicy of these 
concessions, it i^ the manner in which they bav€ 
hcea re^iv^d. ConUary to what was professe49 
they have produ^d neither contentment nor satis- 
faction; they have in fact been ^oniidered as the 
fruits of a victory not yet complete; what they 
have gained they have rec«ive4 hui aa m earnest 
of what remains behmd. 

For if this be not their ^ay of viewing the sub- 
ject, why did not the Roman Catholics of England, 
immediately upon the concessions made to their 
bfethfen in Ireland, come forward and pray to bfe 
adtnitted to the same privileges? Why ? but because 
the Roman Catholics in England sure few^ minlf m 
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btifetnil they are numerous ; l)ecause it was thoug)it 
jpolitic not to risk a defeat in the quarter which 
was weak^ but to push the attack in that which 
was strong. They know well that the one must 
follow the other. They acted wisely for their own 
ends; and we, if we are wise, though somewhat 
late, must act with the same vigour and concert. 
In Ireland little more -than the citadel remains: . 
in England w* have not yet surrendered the out* 
works. Let us act accordingly. Let us not be 
deceived. The party by whom we are pressed 
Mve all the spirit of Caesar, 

' *^ JSU actum reputanSy si quid superesset agendumJ* 

Should once the capability of being chancellors, 
judges, and privy counsellors be conceded, can we 
believq that they will be satisfied unless they 
actually obtain the possession of those offices? 
Surely not; even now it is avowed that the repre- 
sentative franchise is sought for as a means of ob- 
taining the nomination to the offices which they 
are capacitated to enjoy*, and from which they 
complain that they still continue to be in almost 
every instance shut out. 

We have, therefore, to contemplate not only the 
possibility but the certainty, if we are bent upon 

*. Petition, p. 14. Note. The editor says, he only Is respos- 
ttble for the notes. I cannot admit the authorised editor of a 
public Petition to be considered as a mere individual, yet this, . ' 
indeed, explains the words of the Petition itself, p. 17, which in 
any other sense are uiuutelligiUe, or contrary to the fact. 
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giving full satisfaction to the Roman Catholics (for 
that with no less they will be satisfied is plainly 
enough told us*) of seeing our Protestant King 
surrounded by Popish counsellors ; and if not in 
England, yet at least in Ireland every measure of 
his government carried into execution by Popish 
ministers, and justice dispensed to the people by 
Popish judges: that is to say, in the first place, by 
men who are taught to consider their King as an 
usurper, and in consequence of that usurpation 
involved in errors which must doom him to ever* 
lasting misery. 

I leave to my readers to consider whether any 
great degree of respect or attachment is consistent 
with such sentiments. 

But further, let us remember thatat is a funda* 
mental maxim in our constitution, that the King 
by himself can do nothing; that he must in every 
thing act by the hands and upon the suggestion of 
others, who are responsible both for the advice and 
the act The appointment of Popish ministers, 
does, therefore, in fact^ make a Popish govern* 
ment. It will become folly to talk of this as a 
Protestant country. We kno^w how often our 
sovereigns' have been constrained to tak« ministers 
whom they' disliked, to sanction measures which 
they personally disapproved : and, indeed,, would 
not the clhange of the law contended for, itself be 
the strongest instance possible of such a force ? If 
* Sec Petition, p. If. ' 
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oti 1^18 point the Sovereiga be conipelled to yield, 
nfh^i^ shsiW he make his stand? 

Behold him tiien surrounded with Popish coun- 
sellors and Popish ministers. Suppose now what is 
surely not impossible, a Popish rebellion in Ireland. 
Suppose Only partial risings or disaffections: what 
uriH be the situation of government? But let me 
igo ftirther, and suppose, what is not impossible 
neither, that this men who have now promised to 
maintain the rights of the Protestant established 
drardi should chapge their minds, and call for 
the re-establishment of the Popish religion ? They 
i^p^re not to tell w that it was the religion of our 
ancefitors^ and they may by and by go on to say, 
as they must think, that it was a sin to depart 
firom it; and they niay act in consequence. But 
admitting that this generation will be faithful to 
^iicir engagements, may not another statt up which 
has made no such professions, and which may fe^l 
it^if bound in conscience to obey the mandate 
of a future Pope, and set about converting us by 
fire and faggot and the sword? 

They must in truth so act, if they be sincere 
Boman Catholics: it is tte natural course of their 
tenets; and what is to guard us against their most 
fealeful effects in the ease of a religion whiqh mak^s 
it a crime in its members to seek for informatioa 
lespectii^ the truth, or the pounds of their fdith? 

* See t|i€ ildditiaiial Note a| the end. 
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which does not even allow ite priests to read bookt 
df controversy without a special licence from their 
Wshop? Which lays its Vfeiy foundation in ti^e 
ignorance of the laity? 

I will not insist upon e:i^treme cases: bat surely^ 
ft cannot be supposed but that there must arise in' 
a kingdom like this, questions of a religious nature, 
or diflferences connected with religion. It is im- 
possible that these should not be fomaited and 
encouraged by the Pope. Whatever be the feel- 
ings of the Roman Catholics, he will not lay aside 
the hope of seeing his supremacy re-estabUshed. 

In these or in any other instances which may 
arise where the interests of religion and of the 
different communioiis may be concerned, how is 
the Protestant King to be advised by bis Popisdi 
cabinet? How is the constitution in church and 
state to be maintained? 

What shall we say further to a Popish chancellor^ 
and a Popish prime minister, disposing of all the 
dignities in the church and of the core of souls in 
such a large prc^ortion of our parishes? 

We may well say, indeed, that iiuman nature is 
short-sighted; for, at the time when the act of 
settlement was passed, when it was made a CDndi*^ 
tion indispensible of succteding to the-crown, that 
the wearer of it should not be a Papist or married to 
a Papist, had it been asked in that parliament^ "Do 
** you mean that at any future time he shall be al* 
** lowed a Popish councilor Popish ministers^" what 
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would their answer have t)een? Would they not 
hsLve said, '' Do you think us mad? or shall we sup- 
'^ pose that they who come after us will be de- 
" privcd of common understanding? How can 
'' it be supposed that a Protestant King and a 
" Protestant Parliament should throw down the 
" fences which we have established, should invite 
^* the danger, which we have removed to such a 
'* distance?" 

I will venture to say, that even the present situ- 
ation of the Roman Catholics would not have 
been thought credible only fifty years ago. 

But this is not all; for if this . Petition be 
granted, are we secure that the act of settlement 
itself will be suffered to stand? In the same man- 
ner that the Petitioners argue from the possession 
of the elective franchise to the obtaining of the 
representative ; why may they not argue from the 
'liaving of a Popish cabinet to the having of a 
Popish King? 1 have shewn, I think, that the 
Qiae is at least as formidable to the liberties and 
rights of a Protestant church and state as the 
other.* I am putting the case, not as what can 
actually take place in the lives qf the royal family 
under whose reign we live, or whom we have in 
actual contemplation : not as what they would 
listen to, but as what may become the object of 
a future application to parliament, as what might 
serve as a pretext for future discontents. The 
petitioners tell us, that they cannot enjoy the bless* 
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ings of a free constitution^ that the privilege!^ 
which they have been capacitated to SxercisCy are 
nearly altogether frustrated* because they are shut 
out from the parliament and the great oifices^of 
state : may they not hereafter, with just as much 
colour argue, that their having a capacity to beap^ 
pointed to these offices is of no avail, while there 
can be none but a Protestant King upon the 
throne? That such a one must naturally choose tp 
have all his ministers of his own persuasion? Will 
not the same complaint of " Exclusion, humilia* 
tion, reproach and suspicion; f" apply to that case 
also? and surely \the parliament which has befem 
either weak enough or mistaken enough to yield 
in the one case, will hardly be expected to hold 
out in the other. 

But indeed, there is another topick in the Peti- 
tion which seems directly to point that way. These 
Petitioners all at once constitute themselves the 
advocates of their oppressed and injured Sove- 
reign ; they tell us that these indaplacities which 
they complain of are " impolitic restraints xipon 
his Majesty's prerogative J." How much mort 
easy and natural will it be to say of the act of 
settlement, that it is a cruel and impious restraint 
upon his Majesty's conscience? And that the re- 
peal of it, by conciliating all the Roman Catholics 
in the kingdom, will prodigiously, contribute to 

* Petition, p. !?• t See p. l6. J p. 20, k «1, 
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• tte perfect scburily of evfcry establishment re* 
^ligious or pcriitical now existing in this 
^ reabn*?'* 

I Adlemnly protest, that I do tiot think that I 
im bating either an imaginary danger, or putting 
it in an unfair light. It must be the wish of every 
atadore and honest Roman Catholic to reconcile 
his allegiance to the King, with his obedience to the 
Pope : this can (only I say, but certainly best) be 
done by iht King becoming a Roman Catholic ; 
it must be therefore " a consummation," by them 
^ moat devoutly to be wished.*' Formerly, it was 
sn event which Could not even enter into their 
contemplation, but as their hopes have success 
aiveiy been raised and gratified, it is become diffi* 
cult to say to what they may not extend. Certain 
it is, that every concession granted, has only 
brought them nearer to the ultimate object which 
they may have in view: it is qertain also, that it 
is in the nature of man to rise in his demands, 
whenever he sees a disposition to yield to them, 
and to encrease his pretensions in proportion to his 
means either real or imagined. 

But I may be told, that I have conjured up a 
mere bugbear, that I have misrepresented the 
nature of the Pope's supremacy ; that the obedi- 
ence which is paid to him has nothing to do with 
the allegiance due to the civil governor, thiat if 

* Item. 
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imy priest should preach up rebellion, he would 
not be listened to. ' 

' Now as to'this, I will just say that the alliance 
between church and state has something so natural 
in it, that I will not easily believe that in any 
case the conduct of a man towards his rulers will 
not be influenced by his religious persuasion. Thisf 
at least must be gn^nted, that there are some creeds' 
which tend more than others to make men good 
subjects, and to prepare them for obedience to the! 
laws. But of all systems of religion there is 
none which tends so directly as the Roman Ca- 
tholic to subject the civil concerns of a man to the- 
controul of his spiritual rulers. The very obliga- 
tion to confess to them and to receive from them 
absolution for what they shall pronounce to be 
sin*; the very circumstance of the Pope reserv- 
ing to himself, or at least to the church, exclu- 
sively to determine what actions are good and 
what are bad, what is true and what is falsfe doc- 
trine, the denying to the individuals every exer- 
cise of their judgment in these cases, must jsureiy 
have the effect of establishing an empire over the 
mind as absolute as extensive. Let a man only 
consider the consequences that result from the doc- 
trine of purgatory, masses for the dead, indul- 

^ JUt it not be f^rgottoi that the Infallibility of Cotiticils «nd 
the Pope extends not only to matters of Faith but of Morality. 
So assert Dr. Troy, Messrs. Plowden; and Dr. Milner, and nq; 
Roman Catholic denies it* 
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gences and absolution in all their forms, with the 
commutation which is allowed for every sort of pe- 
nance, whether in money or by other services, not 
forgetting the persecuting of Heretics: add to 
this thegranting or withholdingof those sacraments 
which are considered as indispensible : and further 
that all these are at the disposal and in the power 
of the Pope, or of those deputed by him: and 
then let it be considered whether it be possible 
that such an authority should not influence the 
public as well as private life of the individual. 

What, in fact, is the information which history 
gives us in that respect? What is the language of 
the Popes themselves? 

By Pius V. our Elizabeth was solemnly ex- 
conimilnicated, and by that excommunication her 
subjects were absolved from their allegiance, 
simply because she was a Heretic : and every man 
who acted contrary to that bull, that is, who after 
that continued to pay allegiance to her, was de- 
clared to be implicated (innodated) in that ex- 
communication*. 

In consequence of this, we know what numbers 
of plots and conspiracies were hatched against her 
by Roman Catholics, who in 50 doing might well 
plead that they only followed the dictates of their 
conscience. 

But to put this point in a still clearer light, let us 

* Wilkins's Concilia, vol. iv. 
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turn to the transactions of the next reign. After 
the memorable gunpowder plot was discovered 
and defeated, the parliament (by stat 3. Jac. c. 4) 
gave authority to justices and others, to require of 
Popish Recusants to take an oath of obedience as 
it was called. It is observable, that this oath 
(which must have been framed in tenderness to 
Papists) took no notice at all of the King^s su* 
premacy in ecclesiastical affairs ; it only required 
an acknowledgement that James was " lawful and 
" rightful King of this realm, &c. and that the 
" Pope, neither by himself, or by any authority of 
"the church or see of Rome, &c. had power to 
" depose the King, &c." Then follows the abjura- 
tion of the doctrine that Princes excommunicated 
by the Pope, may be deposed or murdered by their 
subjects, and a declaration that the Pope has not 
power to absolve from that oath. Now in all this 
what was there contained that was in the least 
derogatory to the Pope's authority in spiritual 
matters? What was there diifferent from what the 
petitioners profess at this day*? Yet so far was 
the Pope from admitting the oath to be proper, or 
renouncing the pretensions which were condemned 
in it, that Paul V. immediately published a biiU, 



* Tulier in his Church History, B. 19. p. 42, tells us, that 
** this oath was devised, to discriminate the pernicious from the 
peaceable Papists." Nothing could be better understood ' than 
the determination of Uie Pope upon this, for it produced a lon^ 
controversy. See FuUer, ib« 
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deckring that no Roman Catholic could take it 
without breaking the Catholic faith, and endanger- 
ing his soul. Q\ Salvk Catholica fide et salute ani*^ 
marum vestrarum*. ") 

And, because I suppose sufficient deference was 
not paid to this, another bull was issued to the 
$ame effect, in the year following.f Twenty years 
after this, the same injunction was repeated in 
another bull issued by Urban VIII; and one pas- 
sage of this deserves particular attention, for it 
says, that this is not a question about an oath of 
allegiance to the King, but whether the holy 
sceptre of the universal church shall be wrested 
from the vicars of Almighty God. " Sed utnim 
sacrum universae ecclesias sceptrum eripiatur vir 
cariis Omnipotentis Dei:{u" 

Let us add to this, the bulls issued in the time 
of Elizabeth, to the Irish rebels^ granting them in- 
dulgences ai^ absolution as a reward for their re^ 
bellion, all which shew the utmost deliberation, 
and determination to act upon the authority 
claimed by the Popes. 

Shall I be told that these doctrines and thes^ 
pretensions are no longer ioiaintained ? I ask again, 
where^ or by whom, are they renounced, or declared 
to be departed from? So far from it, has not, al- 
most in these our days, in 1768, the same objec^ 

* WiUdns's Concil; vol. iv. p. 430, 
+ Ibm. 431* I Ibm. 471, 
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tion been tnadeagaiiist any oath of allegiance to a 
Protestant King by a Pope's legate, and recorded 
and enforced by a titular bishop of Waterford with 
a recognition of the doctrines of the council of 
Constance in their full extent?* When, in 1791, 
the leading lay Roman Catholics of England drew 
ttp a declaration, renouncing some of the most 
obnoxious tenets of their church, ^as not their 
intention completely frustrated ?f Notwithstand- 
ing all the e^orts of those lords and gentlemen 
to continue in their purpose, they, as well as the 
Apostolical Vicars, were finally borne down by 
the exertions of an individual Priest, and the Oath 
now taken was modified according to his ideas. J 
Still these doctrines continue to be the doctrines 
of the Romish church, nor need we be surprised if 
Upon an army of twenty thousand Frenchmen land- 
ing in Ireland, we should find them armed with a 
bullof a similar nature with that which was issued 
against Elizabeth, or with that which was granted 
to Ty ronne, or Shawn O'Neil. I will add, we must 
be prepared also to find among the misguided 
multitude of Ireland, numbers who would, act 
upon such a bull with as much fury and zeal 
as zxxy of the persecutors of ^ thirteenth cen* 
tury, 

* See Sir Ricliard Musgravc, vol. i. p. 4€. 
f Se^ Catholic Emancipation, p. 58. 
' I ISfof Hkt suthoi^i Reply to Dt. Mifaterfor a fuller acgonnt 
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Indeed I confess that with all my respect for 
the English protesting Ronian CathoUcs^ and for 
those in Ireland who have taken the oath, I am 
somewhat at a loss to account for their conduct. — 
By the oath which they have taken, they virtually 
convict their church of a continued system of im- 
posture, of having prostituted the authority of re- 
ligion to the most infamous purposes of worldly 
ambition; yet they continue members of that 
church, yet they profess a belief in its infallibility. 
There is no article of their communion, the supre- 
macy of the Pope, invocation of saints, communion 
in one kind, purgatory, transubstantiation itself, 
which is more solemnly decreed than that which 
relates to the persecution of heretics, and the de- 
posing of princes and kings, who are either here- 
tics themselves, or abettors of those who are. This 
doctrine, however, they can reject as unchristian 
and impious, and yet adhere to the church which 
continues to profess it; nay, they still allow to that 
church an infallibility in matters not OEily. of 
faith, but of morality. 

I mean, no disrespect to those who, I doubt not, 
are sincere in their professions, however inconsist- 
ent; but I must be allowed to lament the force of 
prejudice in a matter of such infinite consequence; 
yet it may be permitted me to say, that, if there 
were no other objection, I should think, that persons 
who can reason after this manner, are not the fittest 
to be placed at the head of an administrationi or in 
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any office which requires the exercise of a sound 
judgment. 

Can we wonder, after this, that the Petitioners 
should find it " painful to their feelings to take 
. " such an oath?" Can we wonder that they should 
intimate a strong desire to be relieved from the ob- 
ligation of taking any oath at all? For what oath - 
can be framed, which will not, somehow or other, 
interfere with the tenets still maintained by the 
head of their church? What oath that will not 
have the appearance at least of a partial renuil- 
ciation of their faith ? 

What shall be said further of those sturdy Catho- 
lics who, like Dr. Troy and Mr. Plowden, insist 
that their church remains what it always was? 
" Semper eadem." Will these gentlemen tell us 
whether they admit the councils of Thoulouse, of 
the 4th Lateran of Constance, to be real and true 
councils? And will they then tell us how they re- 
concile it to their conscience, to bear anjr kind of 
allegiance to a Protestant King. 

I could say a great deal more, but I fear le&t by 
too much detail, I should lessen the force of argu- 
ments, which appear to me irresistible. 

As the Romish church is constituted, I repeat, it 
is impossible that a Roman Catholic can, with per- 
fect safety, be admitted to any share in the govem- 
jnent of a Protestant state. He himself ought not 
to wish it; for if he be an honest man it must be a 
snare to his conscience. I say this more particu. 
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Virly of a «tate like ours, where a prince is so much 
in the hands of his ministers. I say it of a country 
like Ireland, where the hopes of re-establishing Papal 
dominion, are not extinct. In truth, a Roman Ca- 
tholic is hardly a free agent; he is so much in the 
hands of his spiritual guides, that he cannot depend 
upon himself; he is liable to be attacked in so 
many ways, that he cannot be sure of being able 
to persist to the end, in what he deems to be right* 

Surely the man wlio cannot conscientiously sup* 
port every part of the established government, 
should not repine if he is excluded from the admi- 
nistration of it. If he have protection, if justice 
be equally dealt to him as to all other subjects, if 
he enjoy toleration in its fullest extent, ha& he a 
right to complain ? 

It is sometimes of use to alledge authorities, I 
will^ therefore, conclude with a passage from an 
author who has not usually been suspected of 
bigotry, and whose work is universally read. I 
lit upon the passage while consulting the book 
for another purpose. He wrote before the late 
changes of the law, and yet he approved of it, as 
it then stood. Speaking of the Papists, he says, 
^* If once they could be brought to renoqnce the 
/' supremacy of the Pope, they might quietly enjoy 
^* their seven sacraments, their purgatory, their 
.^* auricular confession, their worship of reliques 
*' and images, nay, even their, transubstantiation; 
^ •* but while they iicknowledge a foreign power 
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^^ auperior to the Sov^Qgn of tbc Kingdom, thejp 
^^ cannot complain if the laws of that kingdom 
^^ will not treat them upon the footing of good 
** subjects*." 

I have novr done— let me only be allowed to re- 
capitulate what I had in rkw to shew, and what I 
have shewn. 

I say then, 

That the Roman Catholics ought not to be ad** 
mitted to any ^h^re in the govemnsent, because 
they cannot swear compleat and full allegiance to 
the King. , , - ' 

That to one part of the cpnstitution they are^ 
and musFt be decidedly hc»tile^ becaxise, according 
to their principles, it is an usurpation upcm power 
whose authority they own and subnnt to« 

That this power is a forisign poww, and one 
that has ever been particularly active in the main- 
tenance or recovery of the ri^its which it clakns, 
Jnowever extravagant or ill founded. 

That the infereivce which is naturally to be 
drawn against the policy of trusting the B(»nan 
Catholics with any share in the government, ftom 
.this subtraction of their allegiance, and their 
obedience to a foreign potentate, is confirmed by 
long and uniform experience, smd even by the 
Ittost recent events. 

That the moat dangerous and extravagant pre- 

* Biackstoa^'f Coiom. vol. iv« 
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tensions of the Romish church have always been 
acted upon by the Popes, and are not to this day 
disclaimed ; and that by their ministers in Ireland 
they are at this hour, as far as we are enabled to 
judge, maintained in their full extent. 

That it would be both nugatory and incongruous 
to refuse to the Sovereign himself, the liberty of 
professing the Romish religion, or even of marry- 
ing a Papist, and yet to allow him the choice, or 
expose him to the hazard, of being advised and of 
doing every act of Government through the pie- 
dium of Popish ministers and counsellors. 

That, therefore, the prayer of the Petition in- 
volves in its consequences, the repeal of the Act of 
Settlement 

Surely these are points which cannot be too de- 
liberately considered, and of the importance of 
which every man ought to be fully apprized. 

If in laying them before the public, I have ex- 
pressed myself with warmth, or used what may be 
called strong language, I trust that it will appear, 
that I have not done it without reason. Any man 
who only reads the shameful misrepresentations 
and falsehoods which are huddled together in Mr. 
Plowden's three quarto volumes, and who sees that 
even after their most solemn detection and ex- 
posure, he still continues to be cited by the writers 
on that side of the question ; who considers further 
the extraordinary assertions advanced even in the 
Petition to Parliament, may think that a little ho* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



59 ^ 

nest feeling is not out of season. Indeed I think 
the time is come for every man to speak out. I 
have, however, avoided isaying much of recent 
events, or of the conduct of particular persons. I 
have kept myself to the more general statement of 
the question, and to shewing the consequences 
which, if the Roman Catholics are true to them- 
selves, and to their principles, (and they are not to^ 
be suspected of the contrary) must follow from ad- 
mitting them to a share of the government. I so- 
lemnly believe that their views and their expecta- 
tions have no bounds. I speak of them in general, 
and subject to such exceptions as every man will 
make: and. I appeal not only to the history of past 
years, to the spirit of Iheir religion, and to the ex- 
perience which we have had of its operation ; but 
to the very terms in which their demands are 
stated, and to the manner in which they have 
brought forward, or rather, I might say, avoided 
to bring forward, the merits of themselves and their 
predecessors. It was for this reason that I thought 
it material to examine, somewhat at length, the 
language of the Petition, as well as the grounds 
upon which their claims hatve been usually rested: 
I have done it, because, if the foundation is bad, 
the whole building must fall. And surely it is not 
to be denied that every man, or body of men, wh<> 
rest their case upon fals^ grounds, by that very act 
stand self convicted. I have thus sl^ewn that as 
there was good policy, and true wisdom m ex* 
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eluding the Romjfti Catholics from any civil oflice, 
when the exclusion first took place, so there exist 
the same or as strong reasons for continuing it^ as 
there were originally for establishing it. 

If there wanted any further arguments, I would 
bid my reader look to the present situation of the 
Pope, nominated to the See of Rome by the bitter 
and avowed enemy of this country, existing but by 
his permission, and suffered by him to exist only 
from naoti ves purely political. Can we doubt of his 
subserviency in every particular to the designs of 
Buonaparte against this country? Can we suppose 
that either bulls or briefs, influence public or pri- 
vate, that any of the implements of superstition 
will be kept back, if they can be employed with 
effect in furthering the purposes of treason and re- 
bellion, in detaching the subject from his allegi- 
ance to the Sovereign ? What the effect of these 
endeavours may be, I will not presume to say, I 
sint^erely wish it may be less than I apprehend, 
.nay, that they may totally fail. All that I aver, 
is, that they will be employed : and under those 
circumstances, I think, as I have said before, l^at 
it is even mercy to the Roman Catholics, not to 
put them in situations, Where they may be tempted 
to act contrary tQ their real interests as well as to 
tibeirduty. 

My firm belief is, that m things are, without a 
Frotestant cihurch, our constitution cannot be pre^ 
served; if, therefore, the Fetitiioners really feel 
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th^t veneration for it which they profess, thcjr 
should be as ready as we to deprecate every tam- 
pering with its foundations. 

The fact is, that the whole tendency of the 
Bomish religion, is to deprave the mind, and to 
prepare it for the most abject slavery. The Pope 
has always been, and continues to be, as far as he 
can, the most absolute of despots ; siich at least iff 
the doctrine of his church. The empire, which 
his predecessors established, was over the mind; it 
commenced in fraud ; it maintained itself by a 
system of ignorance, by requiring implicit obedi- 
ence, and forbidding every sort of inquiry into 
the grounds upon which that obedience was ex- 
acted. These are just the maxims which suit the 
present ruler of France j which may be employed 
with fall effect among the lower class of Irish 
Roman Catholics, and which their priests are not 
backward to employ. 

Still shall it be said, that there is no foundatidu 
for this ? Sow many times have Irish Catholics 
proffered their services, nay, tendered their crown 
to foreign potentates ? When General Humbert 
landed in Ireland, by what description of men was 
he joined ? Were they not, ej:clusivelyj to a man, 
Roman Catholics? What need of any further in-^ 
stance? What can we say stronger of any set of 
men, than that they preferred Buonaparte to 
George the Third? 

It is for these reasons that I consider it as par-* 
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* ' 

ticularly mischievous at this moment, by any 
measure whatever, to strengthen the hands of those 
who must necessarily be objects of suspicion. At 
anytime, I should have thought, that the granting 
of this Petition, must put our establishment in 
church and state to the most imminent hazard ; 
but at the present juncture, it leads to no less than 
the total destruction of the country. 
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Additional Note to p. 23. 



Among the most extraordinary assertions ever made in 
an age or country where the access to information was 
not absolutely debarred, we may, I think, rank the follow- 
ing, taken from a pamphlet written by an Irish Barrister; 
one too who writes with a great shew of moderation.* 
** In truth, the regular doctrines of the church of Rome 
" upon this subject, (that of the imputed doctrine of ex- 
*' elusive salvation,) ai-e the most lenient and forbearing 
*S of any religious association whatsoever. The several 
*' reformed churches were not out of their cradle, whea 
^* they began to lisp that to dissent from them was damna- 
** ble. I believe that there is a clause of tliis import 
** in every creed that has been framed since, and exclu« 
** sive of that of the Apostles, The Church of Rome 
** clashes among crimes^ not mere errar, but contumacy 
*' and obstinacy :. and explains itself favourably with rtf- 
** spect to those^ whose ignorance is the effect of sittcation^ 
*< or invincibly impressed by honesty though mistaken 
** conviction.^^ 

This is really practising too far upon our credulity !— 
Where did the gentleman gather this ? Why, frofti cer- 

* Thoughts on the Roman Catholic CIdrgy» by Theobald M^Kenna, Esq. 
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tain worthy divines whom he does not name, and a Mr. 
Milner, lately made a Bishop, whose words he does not 
quote. He will tell us by and by whether the " regi^lar'* 
doctrines of the church are those which are preached by 
obscure divines, or those which are contained in the de- 
crees of councils and of Popes. He will tell us too, ho^ 
it was discovered that the faith of Hooper, of Cranmer, 
of Latimer, and of Ridley, was obstinacy, and not honest 
conviction. He will tell us how it was that down to the 
reign of Louis XVL at least, a Protestant minister found 
in France in the exercise of his function, was, without 
any question, sent to the galUes. In France too, which 
he tells us (p. 13) had a church the most enlightened and 
Kheral that ever existed!!! Has this gentleman for- 
gotten that most favourite argument of that as of all other 
Romish churches, which is said to have converted Heitry 
IV. and is still used in England, as well as in Ireland, 
that ** Heretics themselves confess that Roman Catholics 
•* may be saved, whereas these maintain that there is no 
^' salvation out of the church. What madness then 
■•^ were it for a man not to go over to the Roman Catholics, 
•* who may be saved in the judgment of their adversa- 
** ries ?'* This is taken from a book printed in Dublin 
in this enlightened age.* In Butler's Catechism, that 
which is put into the hands of Irish Roman Catholics, is it 
not stated that " no one can be saved out of the Catholic 
** Church ?**t Where will this, or any similar doctrine^ 
be found advanced by any Protestant church of itself ? 
But, forsooth, we have a creed, the athanasian, which 
anathematises those who do not believe the Catholic faith ; 
as if this were not a creed, which we found in 'the 



# S^ Sir Kichard Musg^ve, vol. ii. p. 20!^. 
•)- )iee Catholic Emancipatioo, p. 35. 
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Romish charch ? and , as if any Protestant eonstrued tlw 
anathema in the strict sense in which it is considered bj 
Papists ? But let the reader only advert to historical 
facts. In the reign of Mary we know how many Pro- 
testants were buirnt. In the reign of Eliziabeth did the 
Homan Catholics suffer for their faith ? Provoked as the 
Protestants were, did they retaliate ? 

But we need wonder at nothing; for this gentleman 
also tells us that the Pppe^s supremacy is not formidable 
— ti4iy ? ^Wause it " applies not to the affiiirs of ordi- 
nary life/' but to the " feelings of conscience ?'* Upon 
what then do the ** feelings of conscience*' operate ) 
Is it upon the affairs of extraordinary life ? It operates, 
it seems, to the burning of Heretics, to the driring 
them into exile* For by what else was Mary, or was 
Louis XIV. actuated but by cons<iience? a weak and a 
misguided conscience indeed, but one rendered so weak 
and so misguided by Romish priests. ^ 

Let me add a word more as to another of the " fifty 
Reasons in favour of thetloman Catholic Religion," viz. 
** That during the five first ages there was no other re- 
ligion." — This is true if spoken of what it has in common 
with our church ; but most false if spoken of its pecu- 
liarities. All that we blame in that church has a known 
date subsequent to that period, beginning from the su- 
premacy of the Pope down to the withholding of the 
Scriptures from the laity. Masses, purgatory, celibacy 
of the clergy, indulgences, all are unquestionably of 
modern invention. So that it is, in truth, the doctrines of 
Rome that ^^^ novel. But the Papists ask us ^^' where 
was your church before Luther ?" If this be spoken of 
the universal church, the answer is> ** wherever thename 
of Christ was invc^ed." if of the particular ehur^ of 
England, it was, where it is now, where it was^ first 
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MUblishedi in the same zge^ and^ as it is believed, by 
the name apostle as that of Rome. It did, indeed, after* 
wards unfortunately admit the doctrines and the jurisdic* 
tion of that see ; it became corrupt ; and thus both the 
authority and the doctrine came to us through polluted 
channels. But at the reformation they were cleansed, 
and the stream now runs pure. 

When, tberefore, we are told triumphantly, by some 
writers, that the Roman Catholic religion was the religion 
of the Henry's and of the Edward's, they add nothing 
to the authority of those corruptions, unless they shew 
us that these monarchs so revered, willingly ^embraced 
them, having the option of purer doctrines. They lived 
in times of comparative and general ignorance. Yet it 
will be found that most of them, even with the' disadvan« 
tage of being betrayed by their clergy, struggled hard 
agidnst the usurpations of the Roman pontiffs. For this 
I appeal to the statutes of praemunire and against pro- 
Tisors, in force, for what I know, to this day; and 
which shew that the Pope was not suffered by them to 'do 
what he does at this day, both in England and Ireland. 

I hope to be excused this sort of digressive note, if 
indeed it be not intimately connected with the subject of 
the Petition. Experience has shewn us that it is not a 
good reason for suffering assertions to pass uncontra- 
dieted, that they have been ofifcen made and often refuted. 
The truth is, that a long and uninterrupted enjoyment of 
any blessing is apt to make us excessively and unwisely 
secure in the possession of it The first of blessings I 
conceive to be the liberty of worshipping God, according 
to his word. The next, a free constitution in the state. 
It cost our ancestors much labour, much blood, and many 
1^ hurd struggle to establish the one as well as the other* 
We must not expect to be allolved to maintainthem, with- 
out a portion, at least, of the same sort of exertion* 
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In thefolbtving Toitscnpt^ p. 7^9 ^ne 4, for *^ Titular Bisbop of 
Winckester * ready ** Vicar Apostolic for the Midli^id Distriet^ 
Ibid, line 21, for " under the roof of a bishop/' read " and 
though in prison ;" p. 77» Une 12, for " such assertions are," read, 
«« are such assertions ;" p. 79, fine 15, /or "it," read "thei6." 

The Errata at the end has been corrected* 
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JlN the case of a contFoversy to \^hiGh we are 
summoned by the particular circumstances of the 
times, and, as it were, on the spur of the occasion, 
it cannot be expected that a writer should answer 
every assertion which is made, and discuss every 
argument which is brought before the publifc. But ' 
it is impossible not to be anxious to notice what 
appears to come from authority : more especially 
when it tends to contradict what have been con- 
sidered as positions universally, admitted, and 
facts incontrovertibly established. Such I cer- 
tainly considered to be all that I had advanced of 
the persecuting spirit of the Church of Rome, and, * 
in particular, the religious bigotry of Mary. I 
am, however, now told in effect, by a gentleman 
who is not only looked tip to as a man of eminence 
for his leaniing in the Romish Church, but who is 
actually ooe of its bishops, that this is all un- 
founded; and, of course, that it is the Petitioners 
who are rig&tvand not I; , • 

This is asserted in a *^ Letter to a. Member of 
the House of Commons," (which came out while 

G 2 
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this pamphlet was in the press) with the name of 
Dr. Milner subscfibpd to it, wlio, J presume, is tlic 
same gentleman .mentioned by Mr. M*Kennq.*, 
and titular Bishop of Winchester, To two or three 
passages in that pamphlet, and in another work of 
his, I must beg leave to call the attention of my 
readers. 

They are material, as they give us an idea how 
histoi^y is read by Roman CathdlieSj and also what 
ikeir idea is of the nature of an oath. 

And let it be remembered, that it is one of tlicir 
sages and doctors of the law who speaks. 

In my '^^ Serious Examination," I said that the 
'Protestants in Queen Elizabeth's reign did not 
retaliate upon the Papists for the cruelties whick 
they had so lately suiferedf. I might have added, 
that the ferocious and sanguinary Bonnor liimself 
ended bis days in as mttch quiet as a ^nilty con-^ 
science M'ould suffer him to enjoy. He Jived, in 
truth, protected from the fury of the populace, 
under the roof a bishop, with ?very indulgence 
which he could desire. 

But Dr. Milner, anxious to throw the blame of 
persecution on the Protestants, to make them, at 
least, sharers in this respect with the Roman Ga-r 
tholics, as well as to exculpate the latter, tells us, 
first, that the *' execrable fires in Queen Mary's reign 
^' were lighted up by th^ policy, not the religion oJL 

^ Supr, P, 63. t P. 64, 
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*^ that retiiomdiess Qiiee**.'' This is pretty welK 
But'further he goes on to tell us, that " it has 
** been demonstrated that many mdre Catholics 
^^ \Vtte put to death under Eliiabeth and the first 
•* Stuarts, for the mere exercise of their rdigion^ 
" than all the Protestant sufferers in Mary's 
" reignt*" 

Here I cannot but insike one ob^rvation. The 
persecution against the Protestants in Mary*s reign 
comprises a period of tw6 years. To this is op- 
posed a period 6f near a century: for much less 
than this Can hardly be comprised within the reign 
of Elizabeth and only the two first Stuarts. Surely 
this is not a statement very favdui*able . to Dn 
Milneri upon his own shewing* But, in truth, I 
bssert^ and every man will immediately go along 
with me, that the proposition is totally unfounded. 
Those whom he states as sufferers for their reli- 
gion in Queen Elizabeth's reign suflfered for state 
crimes, and fbr s^ate crimes only. The Pope had, 
in effect, declared war Against tl^e Queen. The 
Popish Priests w^ considered as principally en- 
gaged in his cause, and all other Papists as in some 
sort implicated in it : in fiidt, many plots and con- 
spiracies were discovered, or asserted to have been 
discovered, against tlie life of the sovereign. In 
consequence of this, very severe and (if you will) 
sanguinary lawa were passed against those men so 

^ Letter to a Membec of Parliament, told by Booker, p. 31. 
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considered ; and iipon those laws .some mdividuab 
were executed : not> I believe, any thing like the 
number mentioned; but, be they many or few, 
they were executed not as. htretksy but at. state 
ormirmls ; tried by secuiar judges, upon merely 
secular grounds* Was. dais the case in Mary's 
reign ? Were the Protestants executed for treasons 
real or supposed ? Were they brought before lay 
coiurtsr No; they were taken up, brought before 
eqclesiastical judges, and the question put to them 
was not, ^ Ifave you transrgressed any statute of 
the realm?** but, " Do you belierc in tramub** 
s*an4iiation ? WiH you subscribe a declaration to 
that effect r^'/i. According to their answer th^ were 
eitjoer dismis«e4 oc imprisoned, or committed to 
Ijie flanges. So far were they fwm being punished 
ioY pfditiad crimes, that in thq cases^ of Cranmer 
and Ridley, care was taken^ that nomistake should 
be made in that respect. They had been, guilty pf 
high treastm^m proclaiming Lady J^ane Gray; but 
they werfrpiitposely pardonedy and not questioned 
for theirj tatmspru, in brdey that they miglitsu^r 
for thei p suppqsed Mwfesyi. What can more clearly 
shew the ^pirjt^ by ; whtelv Mary? Avas actuated ? 

Rit'Cveo: fluSiis nothing — for Dr. Milnei- hacf> 
but a page before^cuf>the Gol-dta^knofi inaman- 
aer wihiqh; ndtionly ahsQlves tlie advisers, ^d in- 
^trumcata; ofrQui^ Mary, butr rendeirs^ it; abso- 
lutely impossible that ^.ny ecclesiastic whateyer 
(Roman Cathohc at le^aO^cpulci have been guilty 
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of persecution. And to this I earnestly entreat 
the reader's attention, because, if ever the spirit of 
the Romish church was manifested, it is here, it is 
in this passage, thus put forth in the nineteenth 
century* 

" But*,*' says the Dr. " to meet the objection^ 
(that arising from persecution) " more directly, i 
" do not know any other church, except the Ca-- 
" tholic, which hasformaUy declared (3 Lateran, 
'* Can. 27, Stcf) that she has no power of indicting 
*' sanguinary punishment in any case whatever. 
** She carries this spirit so far, as to render those of 
^* her Clergy who concur indirectly^'' (mark that) 
^^ in the shedding of blood,, whether in a cause of 
•^ heresy, or any other cause, i^msipa^le of receiving d 
*' benefice^ or of cvercising ecclesiastical fmtetions. 
" It is in virtue of this^ncient law that the bishops 
" of the establishment quit their seat* in the up- 
*^ per house, when 4 capital cawe coftics before 
*^ it. Neither does the churchy by her general 
** discipHne, require or solicit temporal Princes to 
•* put heretics to death; on* thk cot^i^EA'ay, m^ 

*^WA5^ BOUND TORECOMMENli THEM TO irfEHCT, 

" where the la>v^s of the state used to inflict sad* 
** guinary punishments upon them." So then, 
whe)i a put^ly ecclesiastical commission, sifting 

♦ Letter c p. 30. 

t To which, however, be it remembered the 4th Lateran is 
Mubsequentf and so of later and moro binding authority. 
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upon purely ecclesiastical questions, had adjudg- 
ed a man guilty of heresy, and delivered him over 
to the secular arm, in full assurance, that he would 

the next hour be brought to tl>e stake in conse- 
quence of that very adjudication, these ecclesi- 
astics did not et;e;i indirectly concur in the 
shedding of that blood!!! Bonnef and Gardiner, 
nay the vice chancellor and convocation of the 
university of Oxford had no share, no, not the 
most indirect. participation in the deaths oFCran- 
mer, Ridley, and Latimer !M 13ut further, they 
0ould not have it, because *^ the church was bound 
*' to recommend them to merct/!'^ Because, in all 
auch cases, the Romish church, to the cruelty of 
her sentence, adds the detestable hypocrisy of re- 
commending the unfortunate heretic to the mercy 
of the magistrate, who, under pain ofopscommu- 
nication, is bound to execute her decrees ; there- 
fore she does not even indirectljf concur in the 
execution ! What shall we say to such reasoning 
as this ? Is this the enlightened nineteenth cen- 
tury, which boasts of its liberality and acuteness, 
oris Dr. Milner preaching to the barbarians of the 
dark ages ? 

But what can we expect of a man who scruples 
not to tell us that the Court of Constance had no- 
thing to do with the burning of John Huss*. '^That 
*^ matter lies between the Emperor Sigismund and 

* Ibm. p. 16. 

Digitized by LjOOQIC . 



n 

"^ tM magistrates df the free tity of Constaude^^ 
'^ Thefoi^er furnished him with a travelling pass,^ 
*^ the latter executed him by xrirtue of the old iuMs 
^* of the Empire \\\ The coixncil of ConsUricey' 
it seems, was entirely out of the question!!! What 
abominable equivocation ! 

If a Romish bishop dares to say this in the fafce' 
of day, to a British public, what will he not say in 
his confessional, to the unfortunate bigots who arc: 
to be led by him? 

I hope to be excused this warmth, for how else 
such assertions are to be treated? 

I have said nothing of the subtle and most novel 
distinction by which the gentleman would m ake 
the canon of ,the council of Lateran a t emporary 
ordinance of discipline : for where is any limita- 
tion to be found in the words of the council? And 
what was it? When he has answered that, I wilt 
ask him if it x^ms not upori the decree of a council 
that the inquisition was founded; and whether it 
has not subsisted, and subsists to this day with the 
direct concurrence o{ the Fope7 And whether the 
Pope does not zxi£.b,cisz ecclesiastical functions f 

i have not yet done with Dn Milner*'. What 
remains behind, my reader may think is of still 
greater importance ; and, in truth, it appears so to 
pie, for it bears directly upon the question now 

. * I must, howel^et, apprise my reader, that, according to thj* 
gentleman, the gunpowder plot was all the contrivance of Secre* 
taiyCtQill Ibm. p.24. 
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before Parliament It is Dn Milner's idea of the 
obligation of an oath* 1 do not charge it upon him 
m his own particular notion. I believe that it. is 
correctly the opinion of his church, and that which 
it ha& acted upon in all ages. When I have stated 
it, I shall leave all comment to others, for I could 
nottrtiflft myself upon the subject. Only let not, 
after tins, the Roman Catholics complain, if we do 
BDt repose in the oaths which they take, or offer to 
take, all the confidence which they require. 

Dr. Milner, in speaking of the coronation oath, 
and denying that it bound the Sovereign in such 
liiaiiner as by some it is supposied to do*, ** Sir/* 
»ys hci addressing himself to Mr. Reeves, " Give 
•' me leave to remind you that eoerj/ human law, and 
*^ every promise or other engagementy however con- 
" EiBMiiD BY oath, viust neoessarily turn upon 
^ ^e cardinal virtue of iprudenc^, which im- 
** pUes that it depends^ as to the obligatioist 
** OF FULFILLING IT, in such and such circum^ 
" sianceSyON the questioi^ of ExFEDiENcyr 

Thaobl%^tion of an oath a question of expe- 
diency ! ! ! — But take the Gentleman's explanation j 
** After all, thi» is^Mying no more than that the 

** ErEKSrAL AND IMMUTABLE LAW OF NATtJ tli!^ 

<* or rather ofGod, is paramount tball subsequent 
** obligations which we may take upon' ourselves^ 
** whenever they appear to militate against each 
"^ other r 

• Case of Conscience, stated, &c. ' Sold by Faulder, p^ 44, 
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What more could tl>e Kuikcst of Jacobins have 
said f Have we not here their very jargon of the 
^* inalienable rights of naan?" What breach- of 
faidi could not be justified by such ?. principle*? 

I could wish to have now done. But prodtc** 
tions which bear respectable names should not pa»' 
unnoi^iced, because; upon the i^e of them, theyv 
challenge attention. 

A pamphlet has appeared with the name of Lord 
Petre affixed toit^ with certain appei^4ages,of de- 
dication, &a by a Mr. Felix M'Canthy, Of ^ 
" Reflections,** as they are called, I can onlysay^ 
that I cannqt persuade nayself that tjiey were yscit- 
ten by any .npbl^man for publication* The vio*- 
Ipnce of it accords inuch better with the feelings 
display ed. by ^the editor, n^ore especially in the dkxU- 
cation. It w:ould take up too much tiu^e to nolice 
all the exceptionable paasages^; but one I must cilx^ 
because it shewa the spirit and the I^js^uage^ wiidi 
v4iicb the Petition, is attempted to* b$ stfppQz«ed« 
After the nudst viri^ent aud low abusi^ of t^ Loi^ 
GhauQellor of Irelandj. Mr. Felijf M^iParthy coar 
eludes, a dedication to the Prinze;' ojf W^* (fi>r 
which % needed not to teU U9 thatiho bad %Qk\m 

* This-I*, indeed, no more than was observed by Sharks I. 
Ibat ttiemaxiins of the repnWicans^in his rime ivere aU »ak«i 
Ir^ (h^ popisrih dnotor^ Thud it Hiras, that^ accofdiftg W m 
^eIl-koqwjtt.writer, tfep^rai^Uf4*#-p . .. .; I 

" Ti«>he.w|ipflp|4#llmo^Kt]Mi«,br«ei^4^. > . 1.. 

Kot^ tbat for coareni^ce.Ukcs it^' 
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Royal Higliticfss*s peritiission) in these rtidst exffa-' 
ordinaty words. 

*' But the day M^hen thdr" (thd IHsh Rotnain 
Catholics) " sufferings shall cease is ndt far dis- 
•* tant'.—Xhnt day which (cotifounditg thdt ene- 
'^ rtiies) will give your Royal Highness your pro-' 
" per influence in the administrHHon of that em" 
** pirey over which, in the due course of things^ 
** you will be called to rule*'' 

" To your Royal Highnesses wtsdtttn and avotced 
** principles they look up with the fullest asRurancc 
^* of redress,* &c. 

What shall we say to this? It is sufficiently in-* 
decent even to presume to hint thit his Royal 
Highness can have declared himself upon so dt^ 
licate a question. But what shall we say of the 
rest ? Did it never occur to the writer to consider 
whether $uch language could be acceptable to thcf 
illustrious personage M'hom he is addressing ? Thisf 
is, let it be noted, an address to the heir apparent 
in the life time of his father. Could it come frcmt ' 
one who is « father ; who ever hoped to be one ? 
I do not know Mr. Felix McCarthy ; but surely h€ 
must be one of those men who have breathed the 
unnatural vow which makes them aliens from so- 
ciety ; which cuts them oif from the solemn but 
endearing ties that bind the parent to the son! 
1 3han content myself with rwiinding my readers of 
that exquisite policy by whidi the S^e of Rome, 
in forbiiUiing its priests to marry, indissolubly at- 
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tached them to the temporal as well as spiritual 
Interests of that churclj. It sl>ou)d be recollected, 
that its ministers are necessarily different from the 
ministers of other communions. That they, in 
whom is reposed th^ important trust of directing all 
individuals in matters of conscience, have estranged 
tliemselves from those feelings which contribute, 
perhaps mor^ thau any other human motive, to 
make men good membcfs of society, and peace- 
able subjects* 

We must not wonder, indeed, if suc]i persons 
reason differently from the rest of mankind, but 
}t J^^liDves us to take care that we are not led away 
by their reasonings. 

For this Postscript, I trust, no apology is ne- 
cessary. Surely these are matters which call loudly 
for observation. 



FINIS, 



Jw«^ 



^Barnard and SuU$er^ Frmten, Water-L&ney Fleet^rteU 
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EBIIATA. 

The Header is desired to co^ect the following errors ia the " Serkms 

^ ExeminatioD." 

P. 7, 1. 12. for " commission*' read " commmiion.'* 
P. 22. 1. 17. for « Parlianientf» read " Parliaments.** 
P. 38. I. 15. for " apprehended*' read ** apprehend » 
P. 41. 1. 11. dele *« in.** 
P. 58. 1. 6. for ** incongruent" read ** incongruous.** 

VHh oth^r errors of letters ^d in the punctuation. 
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